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Dear Parents / Guardians, 2nd November 2018

Welcome back after the half-term break, the children have settled back into the nursery routines
with no problems after their week at home. The children were keen to share with us about what they
had been up to during their week off nursery whilst promoting their speaking and listening skills.

In Letters and Sounds this week we have focussed on developing the children's awareness of

rhythm. Activities include singing songs and action rhymes and encouraging the children to clccljo in

time or move in time with the music. Miss Quinn has also been working on this in PE/Dance and Mr

Lucas in Music. Being able to identify rhyming words is quite difficult and this continues in Reception

class next year. Saying nursery rhymes and missing of f the last word is a nice activity to do at home

and this helps to identify the rhyming words.

Humpty Dumpty sat on the wall

Humpty Dumpty had a great ........

Wall Fall ....... can your child think of more rhrming words? Ball call hall and so on, even nonsense

words are fine as long as they rhyme ........ dall, lall, nall etc.

We have also started to introduce letters, what they look like and what they sound like, "s", "a" and

"t” have been the focus this week. See if your child can spot any of these letters in signs on your way

home. Jolly Phonics is used to teach the letter sounds as each letter has a rhyme and action. See the

added sheet, videos can also be found on YouTube.

Our Big Book this week has been Little Red Riding Hood. The children have been acting out the story

in the outdoor area, with wonderful expression. The role of the big, bad, wolf was one of the most

Eopular‘ parts! Again if you aren't familiar with the story, maybe visit Old Swan library fo see if they
ave a copy of the book or YouTube I'm sure will have videos telling the story.

In maths we have been counting pumpkin seeds and matching the amount to numerals using tweezers
to pick up and move the seeds. Using the tweezers gives the children practice in positioning their
fingers correctly as when holding a pencil. We count everyday how many children are in Nursery and
clap each number so the children realise not only objects can be counted. One or two children can
even predict if one more child comes in how many there will be then? A fantastic skill to have in
Nursery.

We talked about changes at this fime of year as Autumn becomes Winter and what is happening to
the leaves on the trees and how some chirdren are starting to wear hats and gloves as the weather is
getting colder. The children really enjoyed leaf printing noticing how the colours red and yellow mix
fogether to make orange. We also counted how many leaves had fallen off the trees outside. We
lined them up first then counted them.

We made our own playdough and used it in dough disco, (an activity which strengthens the fingers
ready for writing). The children roll, squeeze, poke, pat, squash and stretch the dough. If you want
to make it at home it will keep in an airtight container for a couple of weeks and is much cheaper
than buying it ready made. You need:

. 1 cup of salt

. 2 cups of flour

. 4 tspns of cream of tartar

. 2 tbspns of cooking oil

. 2 cups of boiling water

Simply mix all the ingredients together, it's as simple as that. Food colouring can be added too.

The "Wow" notes you have sent back to school have been added to your child's Learning Journey
and don't forget you are welcome any time fo view your child's Learning Journey book.

Nursery Staff
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